
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age." 

  

My brothers and sisters in Christ, this week we celebrate in most of our Catholic Churches in the 

United States the solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord.  Forty days after Jesus rose from the 

dead, after he appeared to many of the disciples, Jesus had to return to the Father.  He returns to 

the Father so that he may send us the Advocate, the Paraclete. 

  

We hear once again from Jesus, the call to go and make disciples, to baptize in the name of our 

Triune God, and to teach them the “way.”  Yet, the words that strike us the most are the final 

words quoted above, “ I am with you always.” 

  

One of the things that I do in my spare time is read.  At the rectory I have a nice simple patio in 

the back where I sit and often say my prayers and rosary every day (yes, year round, even in the 

cold.)  I read many different types of books, non-fiction to fiction, religious themes to Stephen 

King.  Recently I have read several books that speak to technology and the effect that it has on 

society.  Even though we are more connected than we have ever been in our lives, there is still 

such a great sense of aloneness.  We are isolated behind computer screens and smart phones. 

  

Jesus is indeed with us always.  He is there, especially in the times in which we feel as though 

we are most alone and in most need of His presence.  Think of the poem “Footprints in the 

Sand.” 

  

Let us draw near to the fact that our Lord is with us and most importantly, let us draw near to the 

task of going out to the nations to make disciples.  As we tell others about Jesus, they too will 

have the comfort of knowing that they are not alone.  Not only will they have Jesus as their 

savior, they will also have a new family in Christ. 

  

A few other points I would like to mention this weekend. . . 

  

I want to thank everyone that helped make last weekend’s celebration of 1st Communion and 

Confirmation, wonderful and beautiful liturgies.  We had an amazing group of kids that received 

Jesus’ Body and Blood for the first time as well as those that were sealed with the gift of the 

Holy Spirit by Archbishop Sample.  Thank you!!  As our young people have been strengthened 

by these sacraments, may we too be reminded of the super-natural grace that we receive from 

these sacraments each day of our lives. 

  

I also want to take a moment to share with you a few changes to our daily Mass 

schedule.  During this past Lent and Easter season I have been celebrating Mass every 

Monday.  After this coming Monday (Memorial Day, Mass 8:30 am) Deacon Bill will resume 

leading a communion service on Mondays at 12:05 pm.  I will say Mass again on Mondays 

starting in Advent. 

  



We have had the custom of having Mass offered on the First Saturday of every month.  This 

tradition will continue.  In addition, starting June 2, I will offer Mass here at St. Francis every 

Saturday at 8:30 am.  This will be carried out for the foreseeable future.  Being able to attend 

Mass during the week, is truly an amazing gift.  Often because of work, many cannot come at the 

usual morning time.  But since I arrived I have added a Mass at 6:00 pm on Wednesdays and 

now Saturday morning at 8:30 am.  So now there is a great variety of times for people to come to 

Mass during the week.  

  

Also, the First Saturday of the month, I will be leading the Rosary at 8:00 am in the Church and 

during Mass, every First Saturday of the Month, I will be offering the Sacrament of the 

Anointing of the Sick.  Please come and join us! 

 


